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^hattj ^a£te .conifaqjt, Pya&ice in 
'all Age} ? : fbrMea of Jptpigujr,. whofe 
Aim-is to .raifetheir, Fortunes, jo? 

'' carry, on tlje Iptereft of a Barty* on 
the Succiefsj whereof they beUevc their 
1 own depends, and confequeptly mult 
tin T v iir^ymvii y in view : l Jay, it; hathbeen the con- 
ftarit Priftice of fitch’-^eji- fo to amufe the reft of 
the World, hs to get, as.‘many, of them'aa poflibly 
they call, into fuch Notidris as may tend totlje Ad¬ 
vancement of their oyyn pefigns » wety knowing that 
without‘-the affiftance. pf Popularity, their Intrigues 
will in qli probability pr^ve ubortive. 

From this caufe, i verity Relieve, molt, if not all 
the Schifms'and Faftiojvsjyiqich have troubled the 
fchurch, as'vyetl at the Riots and Rebellions which 
have ihrelted the Peace qf, the Worldihave,arifen. 
Andl am of opinion, that all who will give them- 
' A 2 felves 
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*el^: : leave to think, ''and can abllra<& theif 
Thoughts from that- Party-Zeal, which hath been 
iafufed into them by the Perfons and for the Pur- 

ppfeg afojejjje^t^^d, wiU xmaf with W« ip tbit 

Notion. ” • • 

Now I can’t but thipk, that all who intend.to 
follow' that excellent Advice of the Apeftle, which 
their owe lotereft and Reafon muft induce/hem to, 
had it heed deliver'd by any of the more vulgar Cha¬ 
racter ; that is, to foBiw things which make for Peace , 
(at ieaft for their own Peace) fuch, I can’t but 
tiknlkyiviU be very wilUng onfair Evidence to fliake 
off fuch Notions, whieh are ; impofcd on them by 
thofe who hope to advance their pwn Intereft by 

in the Vulgar, whereby to mount therafelves to a 
Grandure they have conceived in their abfurd and 
vain Imaginations. 

- ° _ /• | am -•_ 5 __ _ ▲_ ¥ • I a 


Tq Jet fome.of thofe NrtioM in j 
which bydefigning fe, for 
mention'd, have been ilotorioufly mifr^jfc^^^d, f$ 
the great pertJle^fty of 'qiani honeft-meanM^I 
dbnv U ihe Occalton of this'Paper : which Itbera* 
ther ■chafe to deliver out ip Half-(heetsitfaaa tar oaau 
pile in a Boo^, becaufe probably it way th^ta **■ 
read by fapre, being doa<e with iefs Expence of Time 
and' Monyi and fetving llkewife tofiU up waging 
Minutes at g Coffee-Houfe $ at leapit; may fujt better 
with my Leiljjre. 

And after f have review’d fo many of thpfi; No? 
tions, which have at feveral times, barely fpif tup 
Reafons befpre-mention’d, been, propagated in the 
World, and which Itaall occur to my Thongbts; { 
fivL after I have none through With ah fuch as I 


7 ^ 

w the 
tots; { 


fey, after 1 have gone through with ah fuch a* I 
fhall think of, there may be mauy left for others t» 
carry on the Work. Fpr 1 take it thaf moft of 

1 • " (hole 
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tbfifciinr? iWFi li&rcnfc Wfitjop# &&e<rapn Ao|* 
mfffljfajwsA' a#°&gfc tote ihfltft tod ***§ 
af %r, & t% ts#|tQ> tllP Anunofity, 

pfppaga^fld for $e R#afen$,»boy*3Mantteo ? .d* Fbr 
it if Mopbfc% &H8*;fcb*t wllintdylllitotipn* of 
things, which in their Nature and Confequence fra 
much more efiential, there is very great Difference, 
yet no fuch Animofity on occafion of that Difference : 
which I can’t but attribute to this, viz.. 

Tbattbofe Differences have not fallen under an 
Opportunity of defigning Mens making their ad¬ 
vantage, by ftirring up zealous Animofity upon oc¬ 
cafion of fuch Difference ; therefore Mankind have 
remain’d to differ in their Notions of fuch things, 
which tho much more efiential, yet being no Party- 
Matter, Men are not angry with their Neighbours 
for thinking, or at leaftexpreffing their Thoughts, 
in a different mannef^ogi thtmfklves. 

I may in the Seqoe} bf tfiis JE^fign fet out an Ac¬ 
count of fome of ftaefe aiffferent Notions, whereon 
Mankind have not yet, or at leaft at prefent do not 
exert their Zeal and Strife, tho the Matters in dif¬ 
ference are far greater than thofe whereon they be¬ 
llow it with their utmoft Fury. 

But 1 apprehend I am near the Extent of my firlt 
Half-fheet, which may ferve for an Introduction: in 
my next 1 fhall enter upon the Matters in diffe¬ 
rence, and begin with the different Notions of the 
Rights of Kings and Governours. And in that and 
ft\p'following (new the piteous Miftakes of thole and 
their Abettors, who to their own vifible DcltruSion, 
which muff in its confequence have as inevitably at¬ 
tended their Succefs, as it did their Defeat; not- 
withftanding which they were hurried on by a ma¬ 
nag’d Zeal, to adhere to an Intereft which had no 
more Shew of Divine Right, if the Notions there¬ 
of are duly confider’d, than Hopes of Succefs from 

Human 
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Homan fcrobabilityj and Method Notions ftiH per¬ 
plex fome bob^fc Peo{dey who fee them tender the 
Colours thefc defigaiag ^fen ’have laid on them. 
To take off which* a&dfet the matter in a fcroe 
Light, flteffl >:be the Alignment. of the following 
Papers. -> j : ■' ;•>; ’’ I ' ■ «, * ; 
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The Occafional Courant. 


st* fUd? oat 9m * -■!.} J ih|j 

I N my former Paper I promifed to confider the 
Notions of the Rights of Kings and Governours, 
asbeing one of thofe which hath (occafionally for the 
promoting different Intererts) given much diftur- 
bance to the World. 

And to fet this in a clear Light, I think it molt 
proper to confider all thofe Ideas of Original Right, 
by which any have, or can poffibly claim that 
Office. 

For as to the Right of Succeffion, that can only 
at moft be efteem’d a derivative Right, from Father 
to Son. 

And I hope I may be allow’d to affirm, that the 
Son can derive no more Right from his Father, than 4 
the Father had himfelf. This I think felf-evident, 
tho there may be Cafes wherein the Son cannot be 
inverted with all the Right the Father had. How¬ 
ever, for our prefent purpofe it is fufficient, that he 
capnot derive more j ;'and confequehtfy that no Son 
can 1 be poff^fs’d of greater Rights by virtue of his 
Succeffion, than the firft Original Rights, which 
his firft reigning Progenitor, of at leaft fome of 
his Progenitors fucceeding in fuch Reign, were pof- 
ffcfs’d of. 
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This I think to be a State that muft be allow’d by 
all, as to the Right of Succeflion. 

Apd as to the fooliflt itatknr of frimagesitore, 
dr the Pafnarehat Scheme, that hath been dfrificlent* 
If expeftd i Jhfttt' I (haft eftetqi Ihet Notion (if riafit- 
wmt of theft* wherein 
terjeft doth not really differ, and therefore their Zeal 
ffk 1 itfel needlefs: For (hould that be admitted, it 
doth equally confound the Rights of all Pretenders 
to, as^iyett r’ofl^flofs of GOrernme/itr^jitilieiog 
equally injpottible for either of them to njake out by 
their Genealogy that they are the eldeR Branch qf 
the People they.do. or would gayern: but. in i 
(Sifts Withinthe ifreW of uidPbch&f jHiftdn} 1 it, 
evidently apbeif, that' nbithef tflelffie nor flie 6c 
ciitf preteim to it. 

" So that to fet- nj 
qc the Patriarchal 
thktnO body can " 



ridt Wlthi&r rfiyjifwdtf purpoft td.cbnfidef. ' . 

flpwevei*, fothe PetfPtisbdngftf hardy, ii to a<l-; 
yance any the^reateft Abfurdity. in. hopes .of .ge?- J 


vance any tne^greateit Abfurdity. in. Hopes .or get- 
tltife feme Pfdftiyfek, Who may iroBljf it, wo’fiefti 
4411 dtlblnftiy tttraBtmtable, ti6 me PreteMerfcnetf 
, fe«#alid Wrote #*-*&■■-+- * 
iy pdffiBiy tjiefeb/ have ffu, 
fettas Of thb ftikhts Of theft p 
fratetlmi had the tot 

t t if thefe Wbteiny thihg ifl 
rchal ftfeht, it is bqdiny Sf 
fethteft the ftttodlftrs of t&is f N 


fbls.NotipL ^ 
dj foiiiejq their- 
*ent Opyefndurs^ 



dlhft thoft whole! 

[ofirtouti fee up" 


^ ir is tcrffil ifitc/ifeflf of tHbf^ Wfiofn tfiey wquIcS 
$6fe. Therefor# T thooght fit to fkyr $ 

?ffi fhis matter » tbat ft might not be o 
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an Original’Right omitted by me in the Sequel of 
this Paper. \ 

I-lhall therefore-now lay down the only Ideas of 
the Original Rights of Kings and Governours, 
which I ihall have hot room juft to mention in this 
Piper » bu,t in my fueceeding ones ihall apply them 
to our.ptdentNotions in debate. 

Now I take all die Original Rights,by which Kings 
and Goveroqurs hold the Pofleflion of their Govern^ 
ments, to be reducible to,three Headsas the only 
Idea's which arp or can be laid down, as the Funda¬ 
mental and Origipal of their Rights. And thofe 
nte, vily 

i/, Jure irfvim, or t by the Appointment of God 
Almighty j and this ,no doubt is the fupreme 
‘ and belt of Rights. 

idly. By Compaa or Agreement with the People 
on certain Terms and Conditions ftipulated be¬ 
twixt the Prince and People; and this no doubt 
is the belt of Human Rights. 

idly. By Conqueft, or fubduing their Oppofers or 
Competitors to the fame Government, and go¬ 
verning the People by a fuperiour Force, which 
they are not able to yvitbftand, or 4Mfc-pa-. 
tiently fubmit to. 

The Right of Primogeniture, or the Patriarchal 
Scheme, excepted, as before mention’d, I have not 
heard of any other Right by which Princes can ori¬ 
ginally claim the Government: nor can I frame any 
Idea of Right, which can be difputed for, but in 
its Original it mult come under one of thefe three 
“Heads. 1 (hall therefore, till I am inform’d of an 
Idea of another Claim, take thefe to include the 
whole ’, and in my next confider thefe three Claims, 
in refpedt to our different Notions of the Rights of 

B Princes: 
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Princes: and I am of opinion that no other Idea of 
Right will be offer’d, which will be found to concur 
with folid and plain Reafoning. 

And therefore if I can on thefe Foundations fully 
fettle our prefent Conftitution, I hope it will tend to 
the Satisfaftion of thofe who have been miffed by 
felf-interefted and defigning Men, and confirm an en¬ 
tire Satisfa&ion with our prefent Eftablilhment in 
the Hearts and Confciences of all honeft Britons. 

For whatever Intereft it may be, at fome Junc¬ 
tures, to make Force and the Terror thereof a Sup¬ 
port, yet it will be always found, that the Satif- 
fa&ion of the Confciences of the People, as to 
Right, and their hearty Affe&ions founded on the 
Profped of their own Happinefs, are the belt Se¬ 
curity for any Prince, as well as for the Happi iefs 
of the Nation, by molt efieftually promoting on folid 
grounds the Peace and Quiet thereof. 
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The Occafional Courant. 

V jr 

I N my laft Paper I fix’d on three Heads; as in¬ 
cluding all the Original Ideas of the Rights of 
Princes and Governours, viz.. 

i. Jurt DivtnO) or by God’s Appointment* 

2 . Right of Compadt. 

3. Right of Conqueft. 

Now as I fuppofe that no human Creature can 
be inverted with any Right, that doth not in its 
Original depend on one of thefe three Ideas of Right; 
fo I lhall lay down, and hope to prove it to the Sa¬ 
tisfaction of all who will lay afide a Zeal managed 
for the Support of thofe, who have for their own 
Views taken fuch pains to manage it: 

1 fay, 1 doubt not but to prove that a Prince fully 
inverted with all thefe three Rights, and confequent- 
iy the molt Rightful and Lawful of Human Race 
that can fill a Throne, may, notwithftanding fuch his 
Right, ceafe and determine to be any ways Right¬ 
ful or Lawful King *, and the Nation he govern’d 
may rightfully and lawfully come into Meafiires of 
a Revolution, and fet up another Prince who him- 
felf, as weU as his Succeflbrs on the foot of that 
* B 2 Revo- 
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Revolution, may be invefted with all the three 
Ideas of Right, tho the former Prince or his Heirs 
be fubfifting. 

For the proof of which, and to iRuff rate it with 
the fuflef Light, I will fojppoftf the Gafc of a Prince 
invefted With all thefe three Ideas of Right effec¬ 
tually. 

And were it true in 'every part of the Fad, that 
ahy Prince was fo invefted as hereafter mention’d, I 
apprehend the whole World would acquiefce jq foch 
a Prince’s Title: yet that would n6t amount; to an 
indelible Character, for Unchangeable is the incom¬ 
municable Attribute of the Supreme God only. 

But to iet this Cafe in a clear Light, wewiUfup- 
pofe, that God Almighty by Voices from Heavqh, 
confirm’d by Miracles wrote by his Prophets who af¬ 
firm the fame thing, ihould appbint a certain Perfon 
to be King of fuch or foch a Nation, no doubt but 
he' would have good reafon to be allow’d Jure Di- 
vino King of that Nation. 

. But then fuppofe that this Nation Ihould be fo 
wicked and fceptical, as to refufe to fubmit to that 
King fo divinely appointed, but would adhere to 
another Perfon they more affedted. 

Then fuppofe this Jure-Dfaino King comes with 
an Army, and intirely defeats the affe&ed king, and 
all his Adherents} he is thereby invefted with the 
Right of Conqueft. 

After this, he offers his Subjefts to govern them 
by fuch Laws as they in their Grand Council Ihould 
concert, and to come into a Compact with them 
thereon; on which Compact the whole Kingdom 
tonfents and fubmits to his Jurifdi&ion: he is there¬ 
by intitled to the Right of Compadt. 

Now fuppoling a King thus qualified, I cannot 
Conceive any Idea of Original Right wanting to 
him. 

And 
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. And yet all tbiscannot, as nothing can to a C tta» 
tare, amount to an indelible Cbara&cr. For, 
i/, Suppofe be breaks bis CompaCt in the molt 
fubftantial and efleatial parts thereof, then the 
Right which depended thereupon muft neccQarHy 
ceafe. 

2 dly, Suppofe he is by another driven out of his 
Kingdom (on occafion of his Breach of CompaCt) 
thea bis Right of Copqueft muft ceafe alio. 

idly. Hereupon God Almighty Toilers him to be 
kept out of his Government, and by a Train of his 
peculiar Providences fupports the Perfon who drove 
him out, and he quietly reigns in his ftead : on fuch 
Event his Jure Divino molt ceafe, and his Expulfion 
and Abdication are by fnch Events of Providence as 
effectually Jure Divim , as his Appointment was by 
all the Solemnity that brought him in. For as God 
Almighty tells us by his Prophet Daniel , he removeth 
Kings, and fetteth if Kings, Dan* 2 . 21 . it may and 
mult be granted that God Almighty appoints the 
Powers that are: The Powers which art, are ordained 
of God, Rom. 13 . i. Which Words, according to 
the Latin Idiom, which occafionally we make free 
with in Difcourfe, might have as well been trans¬ 
lated, A King dt Patio is a King Jure Divino. 

And had we not the Authority of Scripture in the 
cafe, yet I think it would be incongruous and dero¬ 
gatory to the Supreme Power of God, to fay that 
a Jure-Divino King was turned out of the Poifeflion 
of his Kingdom, his Jure Divino itill fubfifting ; for 
that mult fuppofe a Power which defeats God's Ap¬ 
pointment. Which 1 would have thofe Divines con¬ 
sider, who have been fo free in attributing the 
Phrafe of Jure Divino to a Perfon having then no 
JurifdiCtion. 

To fum up this Argument, and finilh this Paper; 
1 think, on the full ftace, it may be concluded. That 
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• King who breaks his Compad in the moft fubftan- 
tial and eflential parts thereof, is diverted of that 
Right which depended on that Com pad. 

He who is defeated by and flies from his ’Oppo¬ 
nent, is diverted of all Pretences of Right of Con- 

J jueft, and whom God, by a Train of Providences 
upporting his Opponent, fufiers to live and die 
without being reftored in any wife to his Govern¬ 
ment ; fuch Perfon can have no Pretence t;o the Con¬ 
tinuation of a Jure Divine. 

So that in fuch cafe be being diverted of the three 
Origioal Ideas of Right, during his Life, I cannot 
conceive what Right it is poluble for his. Son to 
derive from him \ and (hall be of that opinion till I 
bear of another Idea of Right than the three before 
mention’d, or how any one of thefe Ideas of Right 
can fubfirt in the Cafe above Rated. 

I (hall in my next conlider how thefe three Ideas 
of Right may be transfer’d, and fubfirt in fuch other 
Perfon as (hall fucceed the Perion fo defeated of 
them. 



N° 
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The Occafional G)Urant. 


I K my laft I did (I think) effe&ually make oat, 

. that a Pcrfon inverted with all the Ideas of Right 
to Government might be diverted of all thofe Rights, 
and utterly defeated of all Pretences to his former 
Subjc&s. Allegiance, or a poffibility of deriving it to 
bis Polterity. All which amounts to no more than 
to fay, that all Perfons and Things in this World 
are mutable, or that Unchangeable is the Attribute 
of the Supreme God only ; at which 1 hope no hu- 
man Creature (at leaft no Chriftian) can take of¬ 
fence. 7 

1 am now to confider how the three Ideas of Right, 
which 1 have laid down as the only fundamental and 
original Rights, may be transfer’d from one Perfoa 
to another. Now upon fuch Vacancy of the Throne 
as before fuppofed, no doubt but the People by their 
Reprefentatives (God not vifibly interpofing by any 
extraordinary Methods:) I fay, in fuch cafe the Peo¬ 
ple may, no doubt, propofe to fotne other Perfoa 
to take upon him the Government, upon certain Sti¬ 
pulations premifed \ or elfe on fuch Abdication 
muft neceflarily enfue a perfed Ceflation of all Go¬ 
vernment. 

And if fuch Perfon ihall accept of fuch Propo¬ 
rtion, he is thereby effedually inverted with that 

Right 
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Right which depends on Coinpad; which is one of 
the Original Ideas of Right. 

2. If God in his Providence not only permits fbch 
Perfon to reign and remain in the Execution of .the 
Supreme Power of that Nation, bnt alfo by fotnc 
fignal Events thereof he fupports fuchliis Reign; he 
thereby gives all the Evidence of the Jure Dhiino of 
fuch Perfon fo reigning, that can be expe&ed with- 
out Miracles to ^confirm it. And fmpe he hath de¬ 
clared % ftife -li^eftle, 'that the fmot's (fpeaking of 
the Supreme Powers of Nations) which are, are or¬ 
dain’d of God ; I think it would at leaffc be Enthu- 
fiaftical to expeft Miracles to confirm fuch a Ju$c 
Divino, which ftands confirm’d by tbeexprefs Words 
of Scripture: At lead it mult be allow’d a much 
more vifible and efiedual Jure Divino , than can with 
anylhow be pleaded for the Powers which are hot ; 
and when they were, had no more of Miracles, or 
any extraordinary Methods to prove that Divine 
Right, bnt their then being the Powers which were; 
which if it then'proved a Divine Right in them (as 
I think it did) it doth no doubt as effedually now 
prove a Divine Right in the prefent Powers which 
are. By which I think it may be fairly concluded, 
that our prefent Powers are fully invefted with the 
true Idea of the Divine Right; or at lead, beyond 
aU poffibility of difpute. Chat they are as fully ili¬ 
ved ed therewith, as any other former Powers 5 
which had no more of Miracles, or any extraordi¬ 
nary or fupernatural Moms, to evince that Divine 
Right to fuch former Powers, than our prefent: 
Powers have: And fo much more evidently are our 
prefent Powers invefted with this Divine Right t&fn 
the former, as the peculiar Events of Providence 
have appear’d in their favour more than intfae fa¬ 
vour of the Abdicated Powers. 

Upon 


Digitized by VjOOQle 





< \7 ) 

Upon which Reafons, I think, no Man that will 
give himfelf leave to debate coolly (without the 
Prejudice of Party-managed Zeal) can think his Con? 
fcience obliged to adhere to thole Meafures, that! 
ingft neceflarily deftroy all the moft valuable Interefts 
of himfelf ana Pofterity, both as to Spirituals and 
Temporals. 

I lay, I cannot think a Man’s Con fcience (who 
confiders fairly thefe, Reafons) can Induce him to 
adhere&hisown.Ruih', upon a. fappbfitioni tibat the 
Divine Right is on the Pretender’s fide, and that he, 
is bound in Confidence to adhere to that. 

And from hence 1 cannot but take notice of the 
great Abfurdity of that Diftindtion which hath been 
fo. often talk’d of, viz,. Between a King de Fdio and 
a. King JurfDivino : for of all the Kings fince tbofe 
of the jtwty and for molt of them, tne belt and 
moft lbiid Argument of their being Jure Divino , was 
tbeif being Kings de Fafto. And tho fome of the 
Jews had farther Evidence of their jure Divino , by 
the Appointments of the Prophets by God’s fpedal 
Commifiion j yet when God is faid to have rent the 
Kingdom from one fo appointed, upon which he or 
his Polterity ceafed to be Kings de Fatt*, I hope no 
body will be fo abfurd as to alledg that he or his 
Pofterity ftill remain’d invefted with their Jure Di¬ 
ving notwithftanding God had rent the Kingdom 
from them. 

The Confederation of the third Idea of Original 
Right, viz., that of Conqueft, as it relates to our 
prefent Eftablifhment, 1 (hall confider in my next. 
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The Occafional Courant. 


I N my laft, I left for this Paper the Confideration 
of the third. Idea of Original Right in Princes 
and Governours, viz., that of Conqueft; which I ant 
here to conlider, fo far as it relates to our prefent 
Eftabliftiment. 

■ The Right OfConqoeft, if it is confider’d as to 
the People governed, by a Gompaft depending) i£ 
inconfiftent with the Right of that Compact: becaufe 
for a Prince who hath agreed with his Subje&s to 
govern them by Latys eftablilh’d, after that to pre¬ 
tend to a Cohquelfc over them, is to eftablilh one 
Right by diflblving another, and I think exchanging 
a better Right for a worfe, the Right of Conqueft 
fubftfting only whilft the Power to fupport it fubufts \ 
for whenever a luperiour Power lhall conquer that 
Power whofe Right fubfifts only in Conquelt, he 
taketh away his Right with his Power. So tnat for a 
Prince to infift on his Right of Conqnelt againft his 
People, is in efled to declare his Right can fobfift no 
longer than whilft it is in the power of fome other 
to diveft him of it; which may poflibly at fome 
Jun&ure not be in his power to prevent: Bat whilft 
he adheres to his Right of Com pad, it will be al¬ 
ways in bis power to fapport that Right, by always 
governing according to Law. So that 1 think the 
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Confideration of the Right of Conqueft, as to the 
People govern’d, h ( ath no relation to oar prefcnt 
Eftabliflunent. 

Bat then there is another fort of Conqueft to be 
coniider’d; that is, when the Prince ruling by Divine 
and Compad-Rjght, as before mention’d, (hall by the 
Concurrence and Afliftance of the People,or the People 
by the Authority of thePrince,conquer and defeat thofe 
who lhaU attempt by Force of Arms to eftablilh them- 
felves over the People, by virtue of a Right of Con¬ 
qaeft of both the Prince fettled by Divine and'Com- 
paft-Right, and of the People who faithfully adhere 
to fuch his Right: 1 fay, when the Prince and Peo¬ 
ple fhall mutually make fuch a Conqueft over fuch as 
fhaU attempt to diftarb the Right of the Prince and 
People fettled as before mention’d, that then by 
fuch Defeat a neceflary Right of Conqueft is mutually 
invefted in fuch Prince and People, againft fuch Pre¬ 
tenders as made fuch Attempt. And tho, by all 
that is here faid, no Right of Conqueft remains with 
the Prince againft his faithful Subjeds, yet doth it 
evidently remain a Right of Conqaeft with the Prince 
and the People, againft any Pretenders or Attempters 
fp conquer’d, and againft all that did adhere to them 
in fuch Attempt. 

To fum up tbefe Arguments: 1 have laid down 
three Ideas of the Original Rights to Government, 
viz.. 

Jure Divino , „ 

Right of Compad, 

Right of Conqueft: 

Which, till I am inform’d of another Idea of Ori¬ 
ginal Right to Government, 1 lhall conclude to be all 
the Ideas of Right that can fublift in a Rational Mind 
unprejudiced with Party-Zeal. 

And 1 apprehend, that by the Reign of the late 
King James 11. (and the Revolution that happen’d 
$herectn) being brought to the foregoing Arguments, 

C z it 


. gitized by 


Got e 



( 20 ) 

it will folly appear, That after bis Abdication, and 
the Acceptance of King William, atleaft after his 
Expulfion from Ireland , he was abioloteiy diverted 
of, and confequently neither had nor coaid have any 
Pretence to anyone of thefe Ideas of Original Right 
during his Life : and therefore it is abfolutely ( im- 
poffible that he fhould derive any of them to bis 
Pofterity. And confequently the Title of our late 
-Queen Jf«w muftabfolutely depend on the Compact 
■fettled by the Aft of Settlement at the Revolution, 
whether there was or was not a Son born to King 
Jatpes II. 

That King WILLIAM , and his Succeflors, our 1 
prefent Glorious King GEORGE and his Pofterity, 
are fully inverted with the Right of Compaft (that 
belt of human Rights) for which their Evidence is 
much fuperiour to any of their Predeceflbrs: 

That as to the Divine Right, it is indifputably as 
fully in them as in any of the former Powers, and as 
fully as the exprefs Words of Scripture can fettle it j 
and there can no farther Evidence be added thereto, 
(more than the peculiar Marks of Providence which 
have appear’d in favoor of this Settlement) except 
Revelation confirm’d by Miracles; which mould it 
pleafeGod to afford, I fear that they who will not 
in this matter believe the Apoftle (nor obferve the 
Operations of God’s Providence) neither woold they 
believe tho one arofe from the Dead. 

And as to the Right of Conqoeft, tho by our pre- 
fent Eftablilhment there is no Claim thereto as to the 
People, yet King WILLIAM and his then Sub- 
lefts had mutually good Claim thereto againft King 
James 11. and his Adherents. 
i As likewise his prefent Majefty King GEORGE 
and his Faithful People, mutually have good and fuf- 
ficient Claim to the Right of Conqueft, againft the 
Ptetender and all his Adherents, by the utter Defeat 
given to them in their late Attempt to conquer thele 
Uationr. 
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The Occafional Courant. 


I Have in my foregoing Papers confider’d the Ideas 
of Original Right in Princes and Governours, 
and I think fo fully, as mult fatisfy all unprejudiced 
Winds of the Plenitude of Right wherewith our pre- 
ient Eftablilhment is invefted, as well as of the intire 
and utter Defeat of all Pretences to any Right in the 
Oppofers thereof. 

And now give me leave a little to expoltulate 
with my Friends and Countrymen, that have re¬ 
main’d under any Doubts of Mind in this matter: 
Shake off (for a while at leaft) the Zeal for a Party 
or Set of Men, which you have by Cuftom, Conver- 
fation, or Dependance imbibedreview thefe Sheets 
over again fedately, and pardon what leems Repe¬ 
tition therein, it being neceffary to fet the Argu¬ 
ment in the clearer Light. 

And if you find your Confidence is convinc’d of 
the Solidity of the plain Reafons here laid down, 
confider why you Ihould continue in the Interelt of 
thole, the Courfe of whole Methods mult tend to 
the diltorbnnce of an Eftablilhment lb rightfully and 
lawfully fix’d, as well as fo neceffary to the Safety and 
Welfare of your Country. 

Confider ljkewife why thefe Men fhonld with lo 
much Labour endeavour to keep up their Fopulacy, 
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by propagating and impofing fuch inconfiftent No¬ 
tions of Right. 

And if you torn your Thoughts to every Probabi- 
Sty'ybh ian devife, you will find the oidy true Rea- 
fea of aU their Efforts to terminate in this, viz.. 

^ That being out of Favour for the Meafures they 
have already taken, and finding it impracticable 
tojoftrodpce themfelves under the prefent Adminif- 
uatiod, -their only Profped of advancing themfelves 
mult reft in the Hopes of another Revolution. „ 

Npirhwv imptobaptei vain, xnd deliberate this 
Profped is, will appear from the following Confi- 
derations. 

Isit probable for a Perfon without Monyf without 
Alfiftance, but of a few defeated Wretches of defpe- 
jrate Fortunes, who are rather a Burden than of any 
Alfiftance: is it probable for fuch a Perfon $odifturb 
one of the moftfpowerful Princes in Europe , whole 
.Alliance is courted by all, and his Difplealure fear’d 
liy the moll PuilTant ? , 

Is it pofiible for a Prince fo eftabliih’d to be diltnrb’d 
by fuch a Perfon, but by the Alfiltance of fome con- 
fiderable foreign Power ? 

And Ihoold any foreign Power, for Views fated to 
their own Intereft, give fuch Alfiltance, and by the 
help of the DifaffeCted here fucceed therein \ is it not 
highly vain to imagine, but that that foreign Power 
would take the opportunity to draw the Wealth and 
Power of this Nation to themfelves; and thereby, 
as far as poflibly they could, put it out of our power 
ever to ihake off their Yoke ? And under that Uni- 
verfal Slavery, how vain would it be for thole who 
had promoted it, to expect better Quarter than their 
Neighbours ? Did ever Conquerors of Nations make 
any diftin&ion of the Partys of thole Nations ? or 
can if be practicable in the Nature of the thing that 
they lbould ? Nothey muff universally opprefs and 
rack the whole Nation, or the Conqueft can’t be lafe. 
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I conclude therefore, either that our Party-Strife 
mult be defeated, or)if it'fucceeds, (which God in his 
Mercy forbid) it mult end in the univerfcl Slavery 
of all Partys, , vp 

And can any rational Creature take much Pains Jbd 
Labour to. keep up a Party, which muft be defeated, 
or he and all Jus Party utterly ruin’d? •* a 
Gan any Pcrfon thus argue with himfeifyTho I 
have no Obligation of Confcience thereto, but tbat 
lies on the other fide, yet 1 will take all ways and 
means to promote an Intereft, which unlels I am pre¬ 
vented in bringing to any effed, 1 am utterly ruin’d 
both as to all Religious and Civil Rights, in my felf 
and my Pofterity. 

If feme Men do not argue thus, as it is hardly 
pomble that any Ihould, we muft conclude they are 
moved to Adion by a precipitate Zeal, for which 
they conlider no Reason y but 1 hope thole that can 
be brought to think, wilttbon Ihew by their Adions 
that they are not to be hurried on by the falfe Lights 
a .few defigning Men put on things, for the promo¬ 
ting of their vain Hopes, or the fake of gratifying 
their groundlefs Refentments. 


• 1 ^ V , e gone throa S h my firft fix Days Work, 
in which I haveconfider*d the Notions of the Rights 
ot Princes, ef-c. I may hereafter take into confide- 
ration fuch other Notions, which have been and 
are likewife let in a falfe Light, for the lame realbn 
as thole relating to the Rights of Princes, &e. 

But to this 1 lhall give fome Recels, expeding to 
lee fome Refledionson, and Anfwers to what I have 
m thefe Papers advanced. 


Weft -Court try, 

Novemb. 5. 
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T HE Promoting the Difpofal of thefe Sheets, 
efpetially into the Conntrys, is recommended 
to nil Lovers of the Confutation, that apprehend 
they may be of Ufe toward the Reconciling any 
mil-led Confcience to oar prefect Happy EftSdifc* 
atoti ;, . 
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